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Cardinal Law, disgraced leader, dies 


After 19 years as Boston’s archbishop, he 
became highest-ranking church official to 
resign over his role in priest sex abuse scandal 


By Mark Feeney 
GLOBE STAFF 

Cardinal Bernard F. Law, whose 19- 
year tenure as head of the Archdiocese 
of Boston ended in his resignation af- 
ter it was revealed he had failed to re- 
move sexually abusive priests from the 
ministry, setting off a scandal that 
reached around the world, died Tues- 
day, according to an official with the 
Catholic Church. He was 86. 

Boston’s eighth bishop and fourth 
archbishop, Cardinal Law was the 
highest-ranking official in the history 
of the US church to leave office in pub- 
lic disgrace. Although he had not bro- 
ken any laws in the Commonwealth — 
clergy were not required to report 
child sex abuse until 2002 — his ac- 
tions led to a sense of betrayal among 
many Boston Catholics that the church 
is still dealing with today. 

The abuse scandal was “the greatest 
tragedy to befall children — ever” in 


the Commonwealth, the attorney gen- 
eral’s office said in 2003, and “as arch- 
bishop, and therefore chief executive 
of the archdiocese, Cardinal Bernard 
Law bears ultimate responsibility for 
the tragic treatment of children that 
occurred during his tenure. But by no 
means does he bear sole responsibili- 

The attorney general’s office said 
the abuse extended over six decades 
and involved at least 237 priests and 
789 children; of those, 48 priests and 
other archdiocesan employees were al- 
leged to have abused children while 
Law was leader of the Boston archdio- 
cese. 

The Archdiocese of Boston did not 
issue a statement Tuesday night. 

In 2004, after Cardinal Law’s resig- 
nation, Pope John Paul II appointed 
him archpriest of the Patriarchal Basil- 
ica of St. Mary Major, and he moved to 
Rome. The controversial appointment 
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The cardinal testified in Suffolk Superior Court about his handling of 
the Rev. John Geoghan, who had a long history of molesting children. 


was a reminder of the regard in which 
the Vatican held Cardinal Law. 

Widely seen as a Vatican loyalist 
and champion of church orthodoxy, he 
had been a favorite of John Paul II and 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, prefect of 
the Sacred Congregation for the Doc- 
trine of the Faith, who later became 


Pope Benedict XVI. At a bishops synod 
in Rome in 1985, Cardinal Law pro- 
posed the publication of a new Catho- 
lic catechism. The result was the first 
universal catechism since the Council 
of Trent, in the 16th century. Cardinal 
Law was given responsibility for draft- 
ing the catechism’s English transla- 


tion. 

Cardinal Law was just 41 when he 
was named bishop of Missouri’s 
Springfield-Cape Girardeau diocese. 
Few US priests become bishops before 
45. Another sign of Vatican favor was 
Cardinal Law’s having served as arch- 
bishop for only a little more than a 
year before receiving his red hat. The 
archdiocese’s first cardinal, William H. 
O’Connell, had served four years, Car- 
dinal Richard J. Cushing 14, and Car- 
dinal Humberto J. Medeiros three. 

Harvard educated and the onetime 
editor of a diocesan newspaper, in Mis- 
sissippi, Cardinal Law appeared to be a 
departure from a more insular, less 
media-attuned church, when he was 
named archbishop of Boston in 1984. 
Yet in a key respect, he was a throw- 
back: Cardinal Law believed in being 
in charge and staying in touch. When- 
ever a priest in the archdiocese died, 
Cardinal Law would attend the funer- 
al. He also would go to great lengths to 
visit hospitalized priests and their rela- 
tives. 

Cardinal Law’s former secretary 
once joked that the worst torture for 
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Belichick pushing 
back on Brady’s guru 


As players seek Guerrero’s alternative 
treatment, coach curbs his privileges 


By Bob Hohler 
GLOBE STAFF 

In 2013, as Tom Brady and 
Alex Guerrero prepared to 
launch their TB12 therapy cen- 
ter, Bill Belichick made clear 
during a sports medicine sym- 
posium that he trusted the 
medical and training staff the 
Patriots already had in place. 
He credited the team’s staff 
with helping to win the fran- 
chise’s first three Super Bowls. 

In the years after, Belichick 
allowed many of Brady’s team- 
mates to participate in training 
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Alex Guerrero is a business 


partner as well as a close 
friend of Tom Brady. 
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regimens not with the Patriots’ 
highly regarded medical and 
training staff, but at the TB12 
Center just outside of the stadi- 
um in Patriot Place. Guerrero 
treated the players there with 
his alternative methods, and 
the TB12 Center billed the Pa- 
triots for his services. 
Belichick also permitted 
Guerrero, Brady’s close friend 
and business partner, to secure 
his own office near the Patriots 
locker room, fly on the team 


charter to road games, and re- 
ceive credentials to work the 
sidelines of every game, home 
and away. 

But this season the Patriots 
coach has reversed course. For 
reasons he has declined to ex- 
plain, Belichick weeks ago 
stripped Guerrero of his special 
team privileges, restoring a 
measure of tradition to the 
team’s medical and training op- 
eration, according to several 

PATRIOTS, Page C5 


WORST YEAR EVER 
(HMMM, THAT 
RINGS A BELL) 


NESTOR RAMOS 


emember 2016? 
Terrorism, Brex- 
it, celebrity deaths, 
Zika: It was, we 
thought at the 
time, history’s nadir. 

“Is 2016 the Worst Year in 
History?” a midsummer story 
on Slate.com that year asked, 
and surveyed historians on the 
question. I mean, David Bowie 
died. Does it get worse than 
that? 

How naive we were. Be- 
cause unless you were in fact 
David Bowie, it turns out that 
it does get worse. Much worse. 
No sooner had 2016 ended 
than in staggered 2017, mut- 
tering, “Hold my beer.” 

Maniacs are gunning down 
ever larger crowds of people 
for mysterious reasons, or no 
reason at all. An alarming per- 
centage of the country’s fa- 
mous men are, it turns out, 
perverts. Freakishly powerful 
hurricanes are ravaging the 
country and the world. Donald 
Trump is the honest-to-God 
president of the United States 
and appears to be picking a nu- 
clear fight with a lunatic. And 
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there are literal Nazis march- 
ing in the streets. 

Ah, to be (20)16 again. 

But 2017 has been such an 
unrelenting calamity that it’s 
hard to find evidence that any- 
body even remembers these 
complaints about 2016 — com- 
plaints that started well before 
the presidential election, by 
the way. It’s as if you ate a very 
bad oyster, remarked upon its 
powerful badness, and then ate 
another oyster that was much 
worse, so much worse, in fact, 
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House Speaker Paul Ryan described the GOP tax plan as “giving the people of this country their money back.” 


A GOP win, with tax plan all 
but assured of becoming law 


Senate passes overhaul; second House vote will be needed after snag 


By Victoria McGrane 
GLOBE STAFF 
WASHINGTON — Republican House and Senate leaders 
muscled through a sweeping but deeply unpopular tax over- 


haul, securing a crucial legislative victory early Wednesday 
morning while setting up a difficult political challenge for 


the president’s party in the months and years ahead. 


A procedural snafu was expected to require a second 
House vote Wednesday, which would finally clear the way 


for President Trump to sign the landmark bill before Christ- 
mas, a deadline he demanded after a year of legislative frus- 


tration. 


The Senate voted 51-48 early Wednesday. Hours earlier, 
the House approved the bill, 227-203, with all Democrats 


and 12 Republicans voting no. Republicans cheered as 


House Speaker Paul Ryan announced the vote on the biggest 
federal tax overhaul in 31 years. 

“Congress is standing at the doorstep of an historic op- 
portunity,’ Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell said be- 
fore the Senate voted. “The result is a comprehensive tax re- 
form bill that does what we set out to do: take money out of 
Washington’s pocket and put it back into the pockets of the 
middle-class Americans who earned it.” 

Republicans have deployed a fast-track strategy, pushing 
through complex legislation that heaps the majority of tax 
cuts on wealthy individuals and corporations. They took al- 
most no public testimony and powered it past Democrats in 
a matter of weeks. 

Moments before the House vote Tuesday, Ryan declared 
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Musicians press BSO to face the music on white male canon 


By Malcolm Gay 


GLOBE STAFF 


A group of more than 60 area 


musicians is urging the Boston 


Symphony Orchestra to expand its 
programming beyond a white male can- 
on to feature more works by female 


composers and people of color. 


In an open letter, the group pointed out that though the 
symphony touts its diverse programming, the 2017-18 season 
“showcases neither diversity nor innovation.” Of the 73 pieces 
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Works by Tchaikovsky, Mahler, and 
Stravinsky are set for 2017-18. 


scheduled to be performed at Symphony Hall, 
only one is by a woman, the group noted. 
“The remaining 72 pieces are all written by 
white men,” wrote the signatories, including 
performers in local ensembles and academics 
from Boston-area institutions including Har- 
vard University and Berklee College of Music. 
The BSO “should demonstrate a commitment 
to equity by showcasing musical talent that is too often mar- 
ginalized.” 
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Bluster, brown 


Wednesday: Sunny, windy, cool. 
High 40-45. Low 19-24. 


Thursday: More sun, colder. 
High 30-35. Low 21-26. 


Sunrise: 7:10. Sunset: 4:14 
Complete report, C8. 


An Everett man was sen- 
tenced to 28 years in prison 
for plotting to kill Americans 
for the Islamic State, and tear- 
fully apologized in court. B1. 


Attention focused on 
Amtrak’s safety issues amid 
reports the train that derailed 


in Washington was traveling VOL. 292, NO. 173 
50 miles per hour over the * 


speed limit. A2. Suggested retail price 
Northeast Foods has agreed 
843 child labor violations | 


to pay $250,000 to settle 51310 


Mil | | | 


$2.00 
reported at Burger Kings | | | 
across Massachusetts. B10. 0°947725 


